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From:  Richard Mancini, Director of Bands, Camas High School 
 
To:  2017-2018 incoming freshmen banditos and their parents 
 
May 11, 2017 
 
Welcome!  This letter serves to make you aware of band class opportunities at Camas High School for next 
year; and to encourage you to take advantage of these opportunities. 
 
Concert Bands:  Both of the concert bands (called “symphonic band” and “concert band”) at Camas High 
School have a mix of all four grades in them.  Ninth-grade band students generally enroll in Concert Band.  It 
contains most of our freshmen, about half of the sophomores, and some juniors and seniors.  Upperclassmen 
generally enroll in Symphonic Band.  Freshmen can be placed in symphonic band with the recommendation of 
their middle school band director.  Our Wind Ensemble (the top concert band) is chosen by audition in 
December, when each student in each class plays a piece for Mr. Mancini so he can judge them.  Judging the 
humans is a favorite pastime of Mr. Mancini’s, and since there are not many job openings for tyrant-dictators 
left in the world (until the North Korea position opens up), he decided to become a music conductor, which is 
almost the same thing.   
 
Marching Band:  All band students are members of the well-known and highly-respected Camas High School 
Marching Band, a.k.a. The Big Red Machine.  During the fall season, they perform at all home football games, as 
well as parades in Vancouver, Portland, and Longview.  This is also the group that performs in 
Disneyland/Walt Disney World, displaying Papermaker Pride right down the middle of Main Street, USA, to 
the delight of children and the cheers of thousands.  No kidding!  We alternate traveling between the two 
parks in odd-numbered years, meaning that, if you went to Disneyland during spring break this year, you 
might have seen us perform! 
 
Jazz Band:  If you are interested in jazz band, you are silly.  No, wait—you are jazzy!  You will not forecast for 
jazz band at this time, but will audition later this month (Mr. Henion and Mr. Sanchez will post sign-up sheets 
for you) for a spot in one of our two jazz bands, named, completely uncreatively, Jazz Band One and Jazz Band 
Two.  Kind of like Thing One and Thing Two, but without the cute little romper and wild blue hair.  Though 
your choice of clothing and hairstyle is up to you. 
  
At CHS, the jazz bands carry traditional instrumentation: saxophones, trumpets, trombones, rhythm section.  
You must be enrolled in one of the concert band classes in order to audition for jazz band.  Exceptions 
are sometimes made for guitar/piano players, however.  Sometimes. 
 
What else?  Well, Mr. Mancini sincerely hopes that all 8th grade banditos seriously consider joining the CHS 
band program.  It’s an unforgettable experience that will promote your growth as a musician and as a human, 
which is even more important.  You will hear things you don’t understand yet, like, “Evil is the enemy of 
freedom,” and, “Freedom follows responsibility.”  Mr. Mancini is big on personal responsibility because, he 
believes, it leads to individual freedom.  (He would make a terrible Communist.)  His goal is the same as your 
parents’:  for you to become responsible, tax-paying Americans, and for you not to be living with them when 
you are 30 years old. 
 
Oh yeah:  Band is also pretty fun!  The first highlight is our much-loved marching band camp, which will be 
held Monday-Friday, August 14-18 this year, from 9-noon and 1-4 each day.  You’ll get to know some 
upperclassmen, learn to march, and play a bunch of music!  And be sure to read the back of this page to learn 
about some of the other benefits of being an instrumental musician… 
 



Articles in The Columbian newspaper supporting instrumental music education (excerpts): 

 

Study: Playing an instrument helps sharpen kids’ brains 

By John Rogers, AP 

 

The founder of a Los Angeles-based non-profit that provides free music lessons to low-income students from 

gang-ridden neighborhoods began to notice several years ago a hopeful sign:  Kids were graduating from high school 

and heading off the UCLA, Tulane, and other big universities. 

That’s when Margaret Martin asked how the children in the Harmony Project were beating the odds. 

Researchers at Northwestern University in Illinois believe that the students’ music training played a role in 

their educational achievement.  Martin noticed 90% of them graduate from high school, while 50% or more of those 

not in the music program but from those same neighborhoods did not. 

A two-year study of 44 children in the program shows that the training changes the brain in ways that make it 

easier for youngsters to process sounds, according to results reported in Tuesday’s edition of The Journal of 

Neuroscience.  That increased ability, the researchers say, is linked directly to improved skills in such subjects as 

reading and speech. 

But there is one catch:  People have to actually play an instrument to get smarter.  They can’t just crank up 

the tunes on their iPod. 

April Benasich, a professor of neuroscience at Rutgers University who was not involved in the study, said 

previous research…has demonstrated the value of music in improving concentration, memory, and focus in children. 

 

Study finds music lessons beneficial to children 
By Amy Ellis Nutt, The Washington Post 

 

Parents who have patiently sat through countless music recitals and questioned their sanity at encouraging all 

those trumpet or violin lessons need do so no longer.  Even ear-splitting dissonance has an upside. 

Music training not only helps children develop fine motor skills, but aids emotional and behavioral 

maturation as well, according to a new study, one of the largest to investigate the effects of playing an instrument on 

brain development. 

[The study] analyzed the brain scans of 232 healthy children ages 6 to 18, specifically looking at brain 

development in children who play musical instruments. 

“What we found was [that] the more a child trained on an instrument, it accelerated cortical organization in 

attention skill, anxiety management, and emotional control.” 

The cortex, or outer layer of brain, changes in thickness as a child grows and develops.  Previously, 

[researchers] found relationships between cortical thickening and thinning in various areas of the brain responsible 

for depression, aggression, and attention problems. 

“A kid may still have ADHD; it’s the storm around it that improves.” 

 

Early music training prevents loss of listening skills 
By Amy Ellis Nutt, The Washington Post 

 

Learning to play an instrument in youth helps older people retain listening skills, according to a new study 

published in the Journal of Neuroscience. 

…Scientists studied 20 healthy adults, ages 55-75, half of whom had music training in their youth and half 

who did not.  All the subjects…were tested…for how fast they could identify random speech sounds. 

The ability to recognize and comprehend speech diminishes with age even without measurable hearing 

loss…in the experiment, those who had experience playing an instrument were 20% faster in identifying random 

speech sounds than the non-musicians, suggesting that music training protects against certain age-related cognitive 

declines. 

“Musical activities are an engaging form of cognitive brain training…We were able to predict how well older 

people classify or identify speech…We saw a brain-behavior response that was two to three times better in the older 

musicians compared to non-musician peers.  In other words, old musicians’ brains provide a much more detailed, 

clean, and accurate depiction of the speech signal, which is likely why they are much more sensitive and better at 

understanding speech.” 

[Researchers] concluded that engaging in formal music training before the age of 14 and continuing for at 

least a decade produced the most positive changes in the brain. 


