
Life Lessons from Auditions: What to keep in mind 

1.  Nothing is automatic.  Your placement from a previous year’s audition has 

nothing to do with this year’s audition.  You might make the cut one year, then 

NOT make it the next year, then make it again, etc.  Life is funny like that.  Or you 

might be so “lit and legit” that you’re always first chair.  Cool. 

2.  There are always people who are working hard to take your place.  Please 

memorize this fact for your future success. 

3.   If you want to come out on top, you must PLAY BETTER than the other guy! 

Scales: 

1.  Always play scales in as many octaves as you can. 

2.  Always play scales in both directions; music goes up AND down! 

3.  Always play the chromatic scale over the full range of your instrument, or over 

as much of it as you can.  It shows the judge that you are in control of the 

instrument and not the other way around. 

Also, relax a little.  Jazz auditions are important to you, but it’s not a life-or-death 

situation.  You’ll play better if you chill and speak the language of jazz.  K? 


